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member of the Chamber belongs to one of these
committees and pluralism is not permitted.
Each of these bureaux elects one or more of
its members for the different Standing Com-
mittees. The number of members for each
committee is decided by the vote of the
Chamber. The committees are only nominally
elected, as nominations to important committees
result from negotiation between political groups,
and proportional representation is given to the
parties. These committees elect their rap-
porteurs. Though all Bills and Measures have
to be submitted to the appropriate committees,
the ministers are not entitled to be present.
The committees have the right to inspect ad-
ministrative offices and can call for all papers.
The result is that much of the direction and
control which nominally vests in the Cabinet
is in effect exercised by the committees. In
fact, the committees may be said to constitute
the real parliamentary government in France,
working for a continuity of policy and en-
forcing systematic control over all adminis-
trative departments.
The Bundesrat of the old Imperial German
constitution, which shared executive authority
in the Federation with the Emperor, also